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swer. He speaks evidently as uncertain about this: 
he did not know, whether he should be present or 
absent, but he laboured, that “whether present or 
absent” he might be accepted of the Lord. Are we 
then to conclude, that Paul was uncertain but that 
the end of the world, and the day of judgment 
might take place during his personal existence on 
earth? Answer. We do not see how this conclu- 
sion can be avoided, unless he referred to a period 
during that generation, when he and others were to 
appear befure Christ’s judgment seat. Was there 
then to be during that generation an appearance at 
Christ’s judgment seat, which Paul and others 
looked for, and which they might live to see? An- 
swer. No person will question this, who has at- 
tended to Matthew, chapters 24 and 25, and many 
other places in the New Testament. But has not 
Paul and other sacred writers, spoken of the judg- 
ment seat of Christ at the end of the world or resur- 
rection of all the dead, and might he not refer to 
this period in the passage before us? Answer. 
Though Paul has treated of the resurrection more 
frequently, and at greater length than any other 
sacred writer, yet he never speaks of the judgment 
seat of Christ in connexion with it. He only men- 
tions it, Rom. xiv. 10, and we think it has been 
shown, it related to no such time or events. No 
other writer mentions the judgment seat of Christ 
in any connexion, or on any subject. Besides, we 
do not see how he could refer to this period, unless 
he believed that he might possibly live to see it. 
Did Paul then, and christians generally, expect a 
coming of Christ during that generation, and did 
they expect to sland before him at this period ? 
Let the following passage answer this. “ Watch 
ye therefore and pray always, that ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to escape all these things that shall 
coine to pass, and to stand before the Son of man,” 
Luke xxi. 36. See the context of this passage, 
which shows what things were to be escaped, and 
to what period our Lord referred. When Paull 
wrote, Rom. xiv. 10, “ for we shall all sland befo 

the judgment seat,” he seems to have had the above 
words of our Lord in his view. In the passage be- 
fore us he says, “ for we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ.” Que period is reterred to 
in both texts, and all who attend to the epistles, must 
see how anxious the apostles were to present their 
converts chaste virgins to Christ, 2 Cor. xi. 2. Per- 
fect in Christ Jesus, Col. i. 28. And if not found 
so, that they would be ashamed before Christ at his 
coming; 1 John ii. 28; Rev. iii, 18, &c. Ke. And 
well they might, for Christ had declared that he 
would be ashamed of them: Matt. x. 32,33. Ac- 
cordingly Paul says, verse 9, “ Wherefore we la- 
bour,” or as some render the words, “ Wherefore 
we are ambitious, esteem it an honour, are extreme- 
ly desirous, that whether present or absent we may 
be accepted of him.” Or, as he says, 1 Thess. v. 
10, “that whether we wake or sleep we should live 
together with him.” It is beyond all fair debate 
that christians in Paul’s day expected to stand be- 
fore the Son of man. That they were to be re- 





warded according to their works, is very plain from 


the New Testament, and has been noticed already: 
And that the unbelieving Jews and others, were also 
to be punished, we presume has been established, 
nor will it be disputed. 

I might here take my leave of this subject, unti! 
it is shown, that the apostle referred to the end of 
this world when he said, “ for we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ.” But I shall, 

2d. Inquire of the two epistles Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians, what time he meant in these 
words. Do they then afford us any additional light 
on this subject? If Ido not greatly mistake, they 
afford the strongest confirmation of the views I have 
advanced about this passage. It requires time and 
labour to show this, but let us proceed to them. 

Pau] then in his 2d epistle, chap. i. verses 13, 14, 
thus writes: “ For we write none other things unto 
you than what ye read or acknowledge, and I 
trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end. As 
also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are 
your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of 
the Lord Jesus.” In his 1st epistle to the same 
church, he again says, “ Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you: so that ye come be- 
hind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you unto the 
end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” In these two quotations, let it be 
observed that the phrase, “the end,” occurs twice. 
The expression, “the day of the Lord Jesus,” is also 
used twice. And the expression, “the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” is also once mentioned. 
On these three expressions I would remark gene- 
rally, 

Ist. That all will allow one, and only one period 
of time to be referred to, or designates! by them 
So tar from its being disputed, it will not be contend- 
ed for, that the end, the day of the Lord Jesus, and 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, all refer to the 
end of this world or the consummation of all things 
Whatever dispute may arise, about what time is 
meant by these three modes of speaking, yet no one 
will contend, that two or more distinct periods are 
intended to be expressed. Should I dissent from the 
common opinion, [ have only one opinion then, and 
not two or three to oppose in my observation, as 
arising from these three phrases. 

2d. It will not be questioned, but will rather be 
contended for, that all these expressions refer to tlc 
very same time to which Paul refers in the passage 
under consideration, “ we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ.” We have then got a 
three-fold clue, to guide us in ascertaining at what 
time they were to appear at this judgment seat. 

Ist. What time did Paul then refer to by the 
phrase “ the end?” lt will no doubt be said, the end 
of this world. But this is mere assertion, and there- 
fore proves nothing. Suffer me to ask, Were the 
Corinthians to live to the end of this world, and was 
Jesus Christ to confirm his testimony in them to the 
end of the world? And were they also to read and 
acknowledge what Paul had spoken and written to 
them even to the end of the world? This may be 
affirmed by those who say, that the apostles and first 
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christians, expected the end of the world during 
that generation. But this is just telling us, that they 
were mistaken, and if mistaken in this, why may 
they not have been mistaken in other things, yea 
in all that they have written ? But this is an admis- 
sion, which many good people have made, little 
thinking, that by so doing, they surrendered chris- 
tianity into the hands of its enemies. 

The word which is rendered “the end” in the 
above passages, is felos. The texts in which it oc- 
curs are numerous. It would be tedious to give the 
details of my examination of them, I shall therefore 
give the result. It occurs then in the following 
passages, but where all will allow it can have no re- 
lation to the subject before us, Matt. xvii. 25; Rom. 
xiii. 73 2 Tim. i. 5; Heb. vii. 3; James v. 11; 
Mau. xxvi. 58; Luke xviii. 5; 1 Peter iii. 8; 
Mark iii. 26; Luke i. 33; Rev. i. 8, and xxi. 6, and 
xxii. 13; Luke xxii. 87; Rom. x. 4; John xiii. 1. 
Rom. vi. 21, 22; 2 Cor. xi. 15; Phil. iii. 19; 1 
Thess: ii. 16; Heb. vi. 8; 1 Peter i. 9. 

The word telos, rendered the end, is also used in 
the following texts to express the end of the Jewish 
age or dispensation, Matt. x. 22, and xxiv. 6, xiii. 
14; Mark xiii. 7, 13; Luke xxi. 9; 2 Cor. iii. 13; 
1 Cor. x. 11; Rev. ii. 27; 1 Peter iv. 7. In verse 
17 of the same chapter, it seems to refer to the end 
of the unbelieving Jews, who rejected the Saviour. 
Compare with this last verse, 2 Cor. xi. 15; Phil. 
iii. 19; 1 Thess. ii. 16, and Heb. vi. 8, which ap- 
pear to refer to the same persons and their end. 
Here then was a period called the end repeatedly 
by our Lord, which was near, and in which both 
believers and unbelievers were deeply concerned. 
A period, in view of which, many of our Lord’s ex- 
hortations and admonitions were delivered to his 
disciples. A period, which for tribulation and dis- 
tress, the like had never been before, nor would the 
like ever be again. A period, preceding which, 
Christ’s disciples were to suffer cruel persecutions, 
and which they looked forward to with anxious ex- 
pectation. 

It was surely then very natural for the apostles to 
speak of this period, calling it “the end” as their 
Lord had done, and for Paul to express his hope 
concerning believers, that they would be confirmed 
unto the end, and would acknowledge what he bad 
written unto them to the end. Writing to the be- 
lieving Hebrews, who saw this day approaching, he 
thus exhorts them, “ Whose house are we, if we hold 
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope 


firm unto the end? For we are made partakers of 


Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our confi- 
dence steadfast unto the end.” Heb. iii. 6, 14. They 
only who endured to this end were to be saved. 
All who drew back, or apostatized from the faith, 
were to be involved in the awful judgments which 
at that period came on the unbelieving Jews. They 
who continued faithful to the end, were to enter in- 
to the joy of their Lord. Or, as in the passage be- 
fore us, every one should receive according to that 
he hath done, whether good or bad. And John, 
Rev. ii, 26, 27, says, “He that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give 





power over the nations; and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they 
be broken to shivers: even as I received of my 
Father.” 

But it will be said, Is not telos rendered “the 
end,” also used to express the end of this world or 
the consummation of all things? The only text 
where it can be thought to refer to this, is 1 Cor. 
xv. 24, * Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God even the Father,” 
&c. But that it was not at this period, persons 
were to stand before Christ’s judgment seat, is ob- 
vious, for so far from Paul’s saying any thing about 
this, he assures us, that then all things are to be 
subdued to Christ, and the last enemy death is to 
be destroyed. The end referred to, is the end of 
Christ’s reign, and it is to come by delivering up the 
kingdom to God the Father. If any are saved, or 
subdued after this end, it must be without Christ, 
for he has finished his reign and delivered up the 
kingdom to the Father, that he may be all and in 
all. Those therefore, who contend for a limited 
punishment after death, and that in this state, men 
are to be saved by Jesus Christ, must have all the 
punishment and salvation accomplished betore this 
end comes, for we should think it a hopeless case to 
look for salvation from Jesus Christ beyond it. This 
end seems to be at the resurrection, when death the 
last enemy is destroyed, as appears to me from the 
context. But neither here, nor any where else, 
where the resurrection is the subject treated of, dol 
find it said, that Christ is there to sit on a judgment 
seat or throne, to sentence a single individual either 
to limited or endless misery. If these things are 
to be found im scripture, they have escaped my 
notice, and I shall listen with deep attention to in- 
struction from any quarter concerning them. If it 
be said, the limited punishment of the wicked is to 
be all over at the period called the end, for it is at 
this time all are to be subdued and made happy ; Uv 
this be the casc, at what previous period did Chirist 
sit on his judgment seat, to condemn persons to this 
limited punishment, which is all over at the period 
called the end? Do the scriptures make mention of 
avy other, when he sat on a throne or judgment 
seat, and before which men individually, or univer- 
sally appeared, and received a punishment to be en- 
dured to the period called the end? I frankly con- 
fess my ignorance of any such information in scrip- 
ture, and should feel deeply indebted to the man 
who takes the trouble to show me where it is to be 
found. At any rate, those who contend for a limited 
punishment before the end, cannot say that it was 
at this period Paul meant that all should appear be- 
fore Christ’s judgment seat to receive the things 
done in their bodies, for this is not their time of 
punishment, but of universal deliverance from al! 
punishment. ‘This is not their time of going into 
punishment, but of coming out of it. It is neither 
the time of receiving sentence, or the executton of it, 
but the time when all are pardoned, or, having suf- 
fered the just reward of their deeds, are released. 
It makes no difference as to the point in question, 
whether men are patdoned or punished into heaven 
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at this period. When it comes, all punishment is 
supposed to be ended. At what time then during 
the reign of Christ, did men appear before bis judg- 
ment seat, and receive a punishment in their bodies 
for the evil they had done in this world? It could 
not be before the resurrection, for it is in their bo- 
dies they are to receive it, unless we say that they 
received it in their bodies while in this world. But 
this, people will not admit, but contend that it is a 
punishment for soul and body after the resurrection 
of the dead, and some aver that it is to be endless 
in its duration. BatI forbear further remarks on 
such topics. 

The above then are all the texts in the New Tes- 
tament where this phrase occurs; and we leave it 
with our readers to determine, whether the phrase, 
“the end,” does not refer to the end of the Jewish 
dispensation ; and that this is the period referred to 
when Paul said, “ We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ.” Yours, 

W. BALFOUR. 
SE 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
A CHEAP SALVATION. 

Mr. Streeter—I am too far advanced in years, to 
think on the great subject of salvation, as taught in 
the Bible, without increased seriousness. But I 


must confess that when I hear of saving immortal 
souls for the paltry sum of three dollars, it causes ne 
to smile; and [ aim persuaded that if the common 
sense of mankind does not soon become disgusted 
with the speculating and bartering policy of modern 
priestcraft, the scripture doctrine of salvation will be 


wholly lost, and immortal beings will be bought 
and sold, with as little reserve, as slaves in south- 
ern markets. I have lately been asked and even 
teazed by my eldest daughter, in the presence of a 
dandy dressed young clergyinan to give three dollars 
a year, or rather, promise that I would assist her in 
paying that sum, in aid of the “ Female Education 
Society,” to educate indigent young men for the 
gospel ministry. When I had inquired into the na- 
ture and prospects of said society, I was told by the 
clergyman, that siz hundred dollars would educate 
a beneficiary for the holy work, and that each one, 
so educated, would, on a moderate calculation, be- 
come instrumental in the salvation of two hundred 
souls who would otherwise be eternally damned. 
The question was then solemnly urged by the cleri- 


cal beggar, whether I would incur the awful guilt of 


refusing to co-operate in this great work? My 
danghter then rasied her voice and said, that “ Fa- 
ther was so cold-hearted, he did not feel any con- 
cern for poor, perishing sinners.” But as soon as 
the clamour had subsided, so that I could be dis- 
tinctly heard, I answered in my own defence, in 
nearly the following words. 

“You ask me, Sir, if I am prepared to run the 
risk of refusing to join with you, in the great work 
of saving souls from eternal damnation? To which 
I answer, thatif I had the same views of the 
subject that you profess to have, | would not refuse 
for all the honours and riches of the world. I would 
not only give the trifling sum which you crave, but 








I would sell all that I possess, and devote the avails 
to that object. If I withheld one dollar more than 
what pressing necessity demanded for my present 
wants, I should consider my guilt unpardonable. 
Those men, whoever they may be, who hoard up 
money, live in splendid houses, wear costly dress, 
nd spend their money for what stern necessity does 
not demand to make them barely comfortable, and 
yet believe that an immortal soul may be saved for 
three dollars, are not the disciples of Christ. ButI do 
not discover that my neighbours, who profess to be. 
lieve with you, are any less expensive in their build- 
ings, furniture, carriages, clothing, &c. than I am. 

“ Just cast your eyes out at this window, Sir, if you 
please, and see the princely mansions, in which they 
dwell. You will notice the extravagant cost fo: 
building fences round the front yards, and for 
paving and ornamenting the walks in each direc 
tion; and then judge whether these men, with all 
their orthodoxy, are not as deep in the mud, as | 
am in the mire, in relation to this great work. But, 
Sir, I will come nearer home. Now to say nothing 
about your elegant watch establishment, which would 
command cash enough to save three or four souls, 
leaving you the watch, which might be just as well 
suspended by a piece of ribbon, 1 ask you, Sir, to 
look at my daughter, who is all alive to your soul- 
saving cause. Would not her rings, ear jewels and 
veil, fetch enough to save, at least five souls trom 
eternal damnation? And yet you consider her on 
perfectly safe ground, since she is ready to co-oper- 
ate with you, in begging for my money! No, Sir; I 
should be guilty in the sight of my Saviour, if I did 
not firmly oppose such God-dishonouring schemes.” 
I should have proceeded farther, but my daughter 
had darted out of the room, and the young Priest, so 
far from being attentive, had repaired to the glass, 
and was carefully adjusting his fine collar, and brush- 
ing up his foretop, in a style, becoming a “ Phila- 
delphia lawyer.” He muttered over a few apologies 
for his prodigal sisters in the faith, [of Calvin,} but 
they came with an ill grace from one, whose very 
appearance indicated pride and extravagznce. 

{ am astonished at the stupidity of men and 
women around us. Can they believe in the Popish 
notion of saving a soul for three dollars, or any 
number of dollars? Blasphemous pretension! Lit- 
erally making merchandise of immortal beings 
For my children’s, my country’s sake, | shudder at 
the thought. 

{i 
STATE OF THE CHURCHES IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 

After much strife and contention, and the excom 
munication of about forty members, including the 
five senior deacons, the Second-street Baptist 
Church in this city have finally agreed to employ 
William T. Brantley, of Augusta, Georgia, to be 
their Pastor, with a salary of two thousand six 
hundred dollars per annum. Sixteen hundred dol- 
lars of this sum he is to have for preaching, and the 
remaining one thousand dollars is guaranteed to 
him from a school. This is perhaps the largest 
salary received by any Baptist Preacher in the 
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United States; and it sufficiently shows that the 
Gospel has become an article of merchandise among 
the Baptists as well as among Presbyterians aud 
E.piscopalians. 

Great advancements are made in this day, not 
in piety but in high salaries to preachers. Indeed, 
tw undertake to get to heaven by the modern 
fashionable way of belonging to some sect, and 
paying a priest, is quite an expensive business ; and 
after all it must fail to bring those there who place 
their dependence on it. 

The Presbyterian congregation in Thirteenth- 
street have renounced the power and jurisdiction ol 
the Presbyterian Sanhedrim, and now stand in the 
same relation to that body as Mr. Duncan’s congre- 
gation at Baltimore, and Mr. M‘Leaun’s at Gettys- 
burgh. A mandate was issued by the Synod of the 
Presbyterian Church, and delivered by two clergy- 
men to Mr. Chambers, the Pastor at Thirteenth- 
street, ordering him to suspend his preaching and 
care of that church, But the congregation rebelled 
against the authority of the Synod, and determined 
to retain Mr. Chambers for their minister, and so 
the higher powers in the Presbyterian church are 
leit to ruminate on the refractory spirit of their sub- 
jects, and see them withdraw from under their 
standard. This congregation, like that at Baltimore 
and Gettysburgh, reject all human creeds and con- 
fessions, considering the Bible a more certain and 
superior guide to faith and practice. We under- 
stand forty new mewbers wete added to this con- 
gregation at their last communion, and thirty on a 
similar occasion preceding it. 

There appears also to be rather a shaking among 
the “dry bones” in the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this city ; and two Episcopal publications, with 
conflicting views and interests, are now issued in 
this place of once brotherly love, but now religious 
strife and contention. By the by, the warm con- 
tention in the Friend’s Society of this city is by 
no means abated. The rulers of the synagogues 
seem disposed to carry matters with a high hand, 
and cast out all those who are not sound in the faith, 
or that withstand their authority ; and these on the 
other hand, are not willing to submit to their dic- 
tation, and be thrown over the wall, while they are 
equally as good, and think they have as much reason 
and scripture for their faith as those who have pro- 
scribed them. How matters will eud, time must 
determine. So far as these struggles tend to bring 
down spiritual tyranny and arbitrary rule, and re- 
strain arrogant assumptions over the rights and con- 
sciences of others, the true christian will rejoice in 
them. For freedom from all restraint in doing 
good, and in the exercise of opinion and judgment 
in matters pertaining to religion, is the privilege of 
all, and especially of those whom Christ has made 
free, and who have taken Him for their guide and 
teacher. Phil. Ref. 

——i pe 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

BIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM VIDLER. 

William Vidler was born May 4, 1758, of poor, 
but respectable parents. The place of his birth was 





Battle, in Sussex, about six miles N. of Hastings, 
and fifty-seven miles S. E. from London. In his 
youthful days he was almost constantly sick. Al- 
chough his infirmities prevented him from enjoying 
the benefit of the schools which the circumstances 
of his parents would have enabled him to enter, yet 
they contuibuted in some degree to his tuture use- 
fulness by giving him ataste for books. He de- 
lighted thus early to study the scriptures, a daty to 
which he was prompted by his mother, who was a 
sincerely pious woman according to her degree of 
knowledge. His reputation as a reader, and the 
natural seriousness of his disposition gave early 
origin to a prediction that he would one day become 
a christian minister. 

His father was by trade a stone mason and brick 
layer, to which business William was put, notwith- 
standing the weak state of his body. He followed 
that laborious occupation as Jong as he was able, 
working with his father some time after he began 
to preach. 

In youth he was far from being meek and for- 
bearing; even trifles would throw him into dread- 
ful fits of anger. But one circumstance which 
transpired after he bad advanced a little in life, 
tended greatly to cure him of such a ctiminal want 
of self-government. It shall be given in his own 
words. “I was surprised into a fit of violent and 
unreasonable anger in the midst of my people at a 
church meeting. Whatever provocation | received 
from man, | have great reason to be ashamed of my 
sin before God. I bless God that though my pas- 
sion was very great, the sun did not go down upon 
my wrath. QO Lord, give me more meekness and 
patience, that I may forbear towards others, as thou 
forbearest towards me.” Henceforth he was so suc- 
cessful in his endeavours to govern himself, that ever 
after he was remarkable for coolness in the midst of 
opposition: he could bear contradiction, and calmly 
discuss subjects in which he was most deeply in- 
terested, it being a favourite maxim with him that 
we should use “ soft words and hard arguments,” 

His parents were zealous inembers of the church 
of England, and brought up their family in strict 
adherence to the rales and doctrines of the esta- 
blished religion. He was first induced to attend the 
worship of the Dissenters by means of a Mr. Gil- 
bert, an independent minister, who visited Battle as 
amissiouary. Gilbert, although violently opposed, 
was successiul in this place. He got the people in- 
to the habit of assembling together for worship, 
which they finally would do even when he was not 
with them. On these occasions some one would 
pray and another read a discourse, a practice which 
brought forward the gift of young Vidler among the 
people. And very soon, at the persuasion of the 
people, be advanced in his labours from reading 
to exhortation. 

In the year 1779 he went to hear a Bapti-t minis- 
ter by the name of Purdy, with whom he entered 
into conversation, and who convinced him that it 
was the duty of believers to be baptized by immer- 
sion; in consequence of which he was thus baptized 
by this man, in the month of January, 1780. Te 
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this procedure Gilbert was strongly opposed. He 
feared that more of the people would become Bap- 
tists if the new convert to baptism continued to ex- 
ercise his gift among them ; and he therefore formed 
the resolution, which he quickly made known to the 
people, that if Vidler’s labours were not discon- 
tinued, he himself should be under the necessity of 
leaving them; and this he soon did, as the people 
preferred their young teacher. The church at Rye, 
which Vidler had joined at his baptism, saw fit now 
to ordain him, and that was accordingly done on the 
16th day of February, 1780. Aad as more of his 
friends at Battle were converted and immersed, they 
formed a church at that place during the next 
mouth. 
These religious movements at Battle gave rise to 
a violent opposition, which, now Gilbert was depart- 
-ed, aimed itself principally at Vidler. He was re- 
proached for his youth and his humble occupation. 
Who can bear that such a person shall stand up as 
a reformer? cried the opposing party. He ad- 
dressed the people in the open air, and immersed the 
converts in convenient places though unsheltered ; 
and these occasions were chosen by his adversaries 
for the purposes of insult and even of assault. Every 
thing that calumny could invent was said, and every 
thing of which bigotry and hatred were capable 
without gross violation of the law, was done to in- 
terrupt him and prevent his success. Added to all 
this, “the family to which he belonged was united 
against him; his parents from religious zeal, his 
brethren from youthful levity. His father even 
threatened to turn him out of doors, if he did not 
desist from preaching.” The following anecdote 
will enable us to judge in some measure of this op- 
position. “ Being one Saturday at work with one of 
his brothers, he received on a sudden a hard blow, 
made by his companion with one of the toals they 
had in use. He took this as mere play, till his 
brother repeated the blow again and again, calling 
upon him at the same time, to turn out and fight. 
Thus provoked he seized his assailant and bound 
him hand and foot; nor would he release him until 
he had explained the meaning of his conduct.” 

“ His sermons were studied for years in the midst 
of hard labour ; his reading was chiefly by stealth. 
When he went out to work ata distance from home, 
he carried books amongst his tools that he might 
be provided with food for his mind in the short in- 
tervals from work allotted to meals; and sometimes, 
that he might escape observation, he hired a labour- 
er at two pence a day to carry his books to and fro. 
He continued this course of regular labour and de- 
sultory study until a very painful accident rendered 
him totally incapable of supplying the wants of a 
growing family by manual industry. This event 
inade him dependant for support upon his congrega- 
tion, who, though they were settled in a regular 
place of worship, and increasing in numbers, did not 
feel themselves at first capable of giving him as a 
salary more than the scauty pittance of £17 per 
annum. The stipend was raised from time to time, 
as his wants or the more liberal offers of other con- 
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1784, pointed out the necessity of augmentation, 
until it reached the sum of £50 per annum.” 

Mr. Vidler’s success increased with his experience 
and exertions, till at length he saw himself raised to 
the head of a large congregation of Christians. In 
the year 1791, his people saw their need of a more 
commodious and convenient meeting-house. Their 
pecuniary means were small; but according toa 
custom which had obtained among the Dissenters 
in England, they hoped to receive assistance from 
those churches of their denomination which were 
wealthy. Their reliance was placed upon the zeal 
of their pastor; and they thought that, should he 
perform a journey among kindred ministers and 
churches, soliciting aid, his character, his talents, his 
popular manner of preaching would ensure success. 
The people and the pastor mutually resolved upon 
the measure. Although the primary object of this 
journey was obtained only in a small degree, yet it 
answered other valuable purposes, and will very 
much interest the faithful biographer of Mr. Vidler. 
It introduced him to the leading ministers of the 
Baptist denomination, who received him with great 
attentions ; and not only to them, but it brought him 
into intercourse with many eminent, pious and libe- 
ral christians of different persuasions. At Olney, 
whither he repaired to attend an association, he be- 
came acquainted with Mr. Andrew Fuller, who was 
afterwards his most eminent theological opponent on 
the subject of Universal Salvation. These two men 
approached each other with respect; but notwith- 
standing their interview could not have been very 
long, they parted with attachment. Here they 
mutually promised to maintain a correspondence 
with each other, to which Mr. Vidler was solicited 
by Mr. Fuller himself. He agreed at Mr. F.’s re- 
quest to write him an account of his experience, and 
of the consequences of Socinianism. Mr. Fuller 
was generally thought to be a sagacious man. He 
saw that the workings of such a mind as Vidler’s, 
and the changes of his religious character must be 
interesting and perhaps profitable. And further- 
more, Mr. Fuller was about to enter the lists with 
the Socinians, and he probably was anxious to ob 
tain the assistance of such men as Mr. Vidler. He 
might also have entertained the wish to ascertain 
whether his new friend was sound in the faith; for 
as he not long alterwards told him, “he had ob- 
served him to be of a speculative turn of mind.” 
Whether their pledges to each other were fulfilled is 
not now known, no papers having come to light, on 
that subject. 

This journey tended also to raise and strengthen 
in him doubts of the truth of at least one article in 
his creed. Indeed, from his childhood he had been 
worried about the eternal damnation of sinners. He 
described his feelings to be like those of Jeremy 
White on this subject, while he was in college. And 
as early as the year 1784, he had more serious 
thoughts, if not doubts, on these two important 
points in divinity, viz. the godhead of Christ and 
the eternity of hell torments. He resolved then to 
consider them with more care than he had hereto- 
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to guard him from prejudice on the one hand and 
error on the other. In the course of his travels he 
associated occasionally with the General Baptists, 
and the believers in Universal Restoration ; and his 
conversation with them so raised his doubts, that he 
went home in quite an unsettled state as to his 
opinions. His mind became tremulous ; and hear- 
ing that Edwards had written against Chauncy, he 
resolved to get that work. The publications of Mr. 
Winchester reached the place of his residence, and 
made corsiderable impression on all around him. 
Nor could he be an idle spectator of the centroversy. 
It made a deep impression upon his feelings ; but he 
kept silence, praying continually, corresponding 
with his friends, and especially reading and exam- 
ining the scriptures on the subject of punishment, 
until at last he was constrained to say, J fully be- 
lieve in the final salvation of all mankind. On the 
last Sabbath in 1792, at the annual meeting of his 
church, he freely avowed his faith in that doctrine, 
which he explained and defended in an address of 
three hours. The new year dawned upon him with 
hope and grief: it showed him his church divided ; 
the minority forming themselves into a Particular 
Baptist Church, the majority adhering to him and 
Kis sentiments. 
(To be continued.) 
<> 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
A QUESTION. 

It is the opinion of the greater part of the chris- 
tian world, that those, who serve God in this world, 
are to be compensated for so doing in the world to 
come. It is also the opinion of the same people, 
that those “ who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, and are be- 
fore the throne of God, serving him day and night 
in his temple,” (Rev. vii. 14, 15,) are in that world 
to come, where the obedient and faithful receive 
their reward for the services of this life. 

But it seems that those who have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, and consequently are before the throne of 
Giod, are employed in serving him day and night. 
Now my question is, if we are to be compensated in 
the world to come for serving God here, where are 
we to be compensated for serving him there? In this 
world the best of us scarcely serve God day or 
night; and yet it is expected that we shall receive 
an eternal reward for it in the world to come. 
Whereas, in the world to come, it seems the best of 
us will have to serve God both day and night; this 
service ought certainly to be compensated with 
something more than an eternal reward, if the par- 
tial obedience to God in this world is to be recom- 
pensed with that which is eternal. I pray you, 
brethren, you who profess to believe in what you 
call “ the retributions of eternity,” to inform me why 
the services of eternity should not as well be re- 
warded as the services of time ; or, if those services 
are to be rewarded, when is the reward to be meted 
out. We Universalists are so unlike you in our no- 
tions, that we think there is a sufficient reward in 
the service of God, whether here or hereafter. 








Consequently, if we can be brought to serve God 
day and night in his temple, we think it will be the 
perfection of happiness. 
—=>>—_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

There is a practice which I have observed to be 
common ainong the enemies of God’s universal love, 
which 1 think merits attention. It is this; when 
they find they cannot maintain their cruel and ab- 
surd system, they innocently tell us of Mr. or Mrs: 
or Miss such an one, who for many vears when in 
good health believed in and advocated the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation, but when they were brought 
by sickness to behold death staring them in the face, 
they then by the operation of the spirit of God upon 
their hearts discovered the danger of such doctrine, 
of course renounced it, and sent for some orthodox 
clergyman who administered wholesome counsel, 
consolation, &c. Now adinitting that such oceur- 
rences have taken place, does it prove more than 
this, that the mind of man is fluctuating and liable 
to change ? I would ask, does a man’s changing his 
opinion on any subject at any time, or under any 
circumstance, go to prove either the truth or false- 
hood of the opinions entertained by such person ? 
[ think it must be admitted that nothing can make 
falsehood truth, or truth falsehood. Will a man’s 
changing his opinion of the attributes and purposes 
of God, change such attributes and purposes ? 

But it may be said, the discoveries made to the 
mind on the bed of death, are by the spirit of God ; 
therefore wust be correct. I ask, how do they know 
this ? If ail changes that take place in the mind on 
the subyect of Religion on a death bed, are by the 
spirit of truth, what will they do with the many who 
have changed from the Roman Catholic to the Pro- 
testant faith, almost in the article of death, and 
others who have changed from the Protestant to the 
Roman Catholic faith, and died in full communion 
with the church? This communication is merely 
designed to bring this subject before the christian 


public. JOHN DOUGLASS. 
New-York, March, 1826. 
atti 
ANECDOTE. 


Several years since, a gentleman by the name of 
L. removed irom Massachusetts to New-York. He 
became, sometime after his removal thither, a pro- 
fessor of the Universalist doctrine. After this had 
taken place, he visited a neighbouring town, and 
attended the Universalist Association. A pious or- 
thodox Deacon froma distance, and with whom Mr. 
L. had had some acquaintance, accidentally hap- 
pening atthe same time, in the same place, and 
finding Mr. L. there on such a dangerous business 
was so much concerned and affected at the circum- 
stance, that after they had both returned home, he 
actually performed a journey of thirty miles, to see 
Mr. L. and to expostulate with him, on his hetetica! 
and dangerous belief. Being kindly received by his 
friend, and disclosing the object of his mission, a 
friendly conference ensued, and after several hours’ 
investigation, it appeared that the principal dif- 
ference between them was, that Mr. L. believed « 
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doctrine true, that the Deacon earnestly prayed 
might be so. 

The conference having ended, without effecting 
Mr. L.’s conversion, he invited the Deacon to ex- 
amine a Universalist Hymn Book. This he did, and 
was highly pleased with its contents. Mr. L. then 
informed him, he had a Universalist Bible. Here 
his curiosity was excited, and he requested Mr. L. 
to read some passages from it. He accordingly 
took it down, and having read a considerable num- 
ber of passages from it, asked the Deacon’s opinion 
of it. The reply was, Your Hymn Book, I like very 
well; your Bible, I do not like at all; and I advise 
you to lay it aside. Mr. L.’s gravity could hold out 
no longer, and not to offend the good man he left 
the room. After he had gone out, the Deacon 
asked Mrs. L. how long they had had that perni- 
cious book in the house, and where it came from. 
Judge his confusion and astonishment, when told it 
was a good old family Bible, given her at her mar- 
riage by her pious father, many years ago. 

Uni. Mag. 


=i 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A pious and zealous mother of orthodox senti- 
ments, had a favourite son, to whose religious edu- 
cation she devoted uncommon attention, instructing 
him in the good old way, as she called it, of the 
Catechism ; instilling into his mind, the charming 
doctrines of partial election, reprobation, the trinity, 
endless misery, and the like ; never permitting him 
to attend a meeting or read a book, by which he 
might be in danger of inhaling the principles of 
Universalism. When the son became of age, he had 
a serious curiosity to hear one of those awful 
preachers, against whom he had heard so much 
from his dear mother and her friends. He attended 
a meeting, and the preacher happened to dwell on 
the absurdities and contradictions of the Catechism. 
His mind was enlightened, and he, by reading the 
scriptures carefully, became convinced that the 
Universal doctrine was trne. ‘The old lady heard 
of his conversion, and immediately posted off to see 
him. After the usual civilities, she screamed out, 
as if in affright, “ Why, my dear son! I am told 
you have become a Universalist. How could you 
depart from the way I brought you up in?” The 
reply was, the reason is obvious, dear mother, you 
educated me in a wrong way, for your own Bible 
tells you, that if you “ bring up a child in the way he 
should go, when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” British Colonist. 

—i 
ANOTHER NEW PROJECT. 

A missionary in the western part of the state of 
New-York, proposes, in a late number of the Boston 
Recorder, the formation of a “ Benevolent Society,” 
to loan money to assist newly settled towns in erect- 
ing “ houses of worship.” Payment afterwards to be 
made by the sale of “ slips,” or pews, “ at $30 or $50 
each ;” and also a salary raised of $600 per annum, 
for a preacher, by an average rent of $6 each. “ Let 
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$100,000,” says he, “be thus employed, and 100 


churches might be erected in a year.” Signed 
“D. M. Smith.” Phil. Ref. 
—— 
THE CHRISTIAN GUIDE 
To a right understanding of the Scriptures, de- 

signed as a Select Commentary ; consisting of a 

Memoir of the Author, a copious Introduction, a 

Harmony of the Evangelists, and Notes, Com- 

ments, or Dissertations on all important and ob- 

scure Passages in the New Testament. 

BY JOHN SAMUEL THOMPSON, 
Late of the Universities of Glasgow, St. Andrews, 
and Edinburgh. Minister of the first Uni- 
versalist Society, Utica, (N. Y.) 

This Work is designed to supply the student in 
theology, and the intelligent christian inquirer, with 
the outlines of a regular and systematical course of 
studies, in the theory of the christian religion. The 
path of theological investigation will be classically 
exhibited, and suitable references made to those 
writers who have illustrated particulars, in the most 
concise, perspicuous, and masterly manner. 

The Christian Guide is published monthly, at 
Utica, in numbers of two sheets or thirty-two pages 
The subscription is TWO DOLLARS a year, OF ONF 
DOLLAR, half yearly, in advance. All persons, who 
forward five dollars, half yearly, shall have six 
copies, but none will be considered subscribers, till 
they have complied with the Conditions. 

The First VOLUME will proceed as far as to the 
end of the Four GosPeLs ; and will cost the sub- 
scriber three dollars. Only a small edition is put to 
press, the copy-right is secured, and if all the edi- 
tion be not circulated by subscription, the price 
will be raised to $3 50 by the Author; and §4 by 
Booksellers, as soon as the work is completed. 

As nothing has yet appeared in the form of a 
Commentary, by any member of that denomination 
of Christians to which the Author belongs, and as 
the necessity and utility of such a work is so appa- 
rent, he humbly confides in the patronage of his 
brethren inthe ministry, and of all who feel interest- 
ed in the prosperity of pure and undefiled religion. 

y*, All communications must be addressed, free 
of postage, “Rev. John S. Thompson, Utica 
(N. Y.”) 

( In complying with our Br. Thompson’s re- 
quest, and publishing his Prospectus, we take the 
liberty of wondering at his condition relative to 
communications. He says, “ All communications 
must be addressed, free of postage, ‘ Rev. John S. 
Thompson, Utica (N. Y.’”) As some people have 
conscientious scruples about them, and are unwilling 
to apply the term Reverend to a poor worm of the 
dust, we only inquire, whether a person of this de- 
scription would be able to obtain the work, should he 
presume to address a communication to “ Mr. John 
S. Thompson, Utica (N. Y. ?”) ED. 

——. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Of the “ Society for the Investigation and Establishmen: 


of Gospel Truth”—viz: To the First Week in December 
next. 
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